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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD COMMODITY MEETINGS; INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMODITIES .... 

REEERENCE: UNCTAD A) ROME 6915 B) GENEVA 5839 
C) GENEVA 4149 D) GENEVA 4405 

1 . ALTHOUGH FIFTH MEETING OF THE AD HOC INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE (AHIC) FOR THE INTEGRATED PROGRAM FOR COMMODITIES 
DECIDED TO INVITE THE CHAIRMEN OF THE PREPARATORY MEETINGS 
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ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES TO ATTEND THE SIXTH MEETING 
OF THE AHIC, WE SHARE VIEW EXPRESSED IN REFTELS A AND B 
THAT CHAIRMEN SHOULD NOT BE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. 

GEORGE WANAMAKER OF THE U.S., CHAIRMAN OE THE VEGETABLE 
OILS AND OILSEEDS MEETING, HAS NOT RECEIVED AN INVITATION 
BUT WILL DECLINE IE ONE IS OFFERED. 
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2. FIFTH MEETING OE AHIC DID NOT CALL EOR CHAIRMEN OF 
COMMODITY MEETINGS TO MAKE THEIR OWN REPORTS; IT ONLY 
AUTHORIZED THEM TO INTRODUCE REPORTS APPROVED BY 
GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED AT MEETINGS CONCERNED. THIS WAS 

A COMPROMISE DECISION AND WE ARE PERSUADED BY REFTEL D 
THAT ANY ATTEMPTS TO VIOLATE IT BY GIVING CHAIRMEN A 
LARGER ROLE SHOULD BE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED. THE READY 
AVAILABILITY OE THE LAST REPORT OP EACH COMMODITY MEETING 
NOTED IN REPTEL B MAKES REPORTS FROM THE CHAIRMEN 
UNNECESSARY. OF GREATER CONCERN TO US IS THE POSSIBI- 
LITY THAT EITHER INTRODUCTORY OR SUMMARY STATEMENTS 
WOULD BE USED BY CHAIRMEN SYMPATHETIC TO THE G-77 TO 
SUPPORT AHIC INVOLVEMENT IN INDIVIDUAL COMMODITY DISCUS- 
SIONS. 

3. FOR GENEVA. WE HOPE THAT THE MISSION CAN WORK OUT A 
COORDINATED GROUP B APPROACH TO THIS ISSUE CONSISTENT 
WITH THE AGREED LARGER STRATEGY OP PREVENTING THE 

AHIC PROM ATTEMPTING TO DEAL WITH SUBSTANTIVE COMMODITY 
ISSUES. WE WOULD PREPER THAT CHAIRMEN NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN THE AHIC MEETING. IF THEY OR MEMBERS OF THEIR DELEGA- 
TIONS DO PARTICIPATE, WE SUGGEST THAT THEIR ROLE BE 
LIMITED TO NOTING THE AVAILABILITY OF REPORTS WHICH 
PAITHPULLY EXPRESS THE VIEWS OP PARTICIPANTS AND ACCURA- 
TELY RECORD THE CAREPULLY NEGOTIATED DECISIONS OF THE 
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MEETINGS. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT EITHER CHAIRMEN OR 
MEMBERS OP THEIR DELEGATION SHOULD ATTEMPT TO SUPPLEMENT 
APPROVED REPORTS OR ENGAGE IN SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. 

4. FOR ROME. PLEASE INFORM BRITO THAT U.S. SHARES HIS 

VIEWS ON ROLE OP COMMODITY CHAIRMEN AND THAT, IP REQUESTED 
WANAMAKER WILL RESPOND SIMILARLY REGARDING VEGETABLE OILS 
AND OILSEEDS GROUP. U.S. LIKEWISE BELIEVES STRONGLY THAT 
DECISIONS ON COMMODITY ISSUES MUST BE MADE BY COMMODITY 
GROUPS, NOT BY AHIC,WHICH HAS NEITHER AUTHORITY NOR 
COMPETENCE TO ADDRESS THOSE ISSUES. IN U.S. VIEW, AHIC 
INVOLVEMENT IN COMMODITY DISCUSSIONS WOULD NOT HELP TO 
RESOLVE SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEMS WHICH THOSE DISCUSSIONS 
PACE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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